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In May 2024, South Africa entered yet another pivotal moment that will not only test its commitment 
to democratic governance but shape its governance landscape for at least the next 5 years. For 
the first time in 30 years, the ruling party, the African National Congress (ANC), lost its ability to 
govern alone.  
 

This significant development forced the ANC into an uncomfortable position of negotiating a future 
government with its political rivals. On 21 June 2024, the ANC released a statement confirming that 
10 political parties had agreed to form an “ANC-led” government of national unity. Internationally, 
while the full impact on the South Africa’s foreign policy remains uncertain, it is evident that the new 
government will need to adapt its foreign policy to reflect these new political dynamics.   

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_IsddhPEERHOakwskkgJBQw
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12:00-12:05 WELCOME AND OPENING REMARKS | CHAIR 
   

  DARLINGTON TSHUMA 
  Researcher, Istituto Affari Internazionali-IAI 

 
12:05-12:20 UNPACK SOUTH AFRICA’S CURRENT POLITICAL LANDSCAPE 
   

  MARISA LOURENÇO 
  Political and economic risk Analyst, South Africa 

   
12:20-12:35 OPPORTUNITIES AND CHALLENGES FOR SOUTH AFRICA’S FOREIGN POLICY AND 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
 

  BONGIWE MPHAHLELE 
TM School, South Africa  

 
12:35-12:50 COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS + LESSONS FROM OTHER JURISDICTIONS   

   

  CHIDO MUTANGADURA-YESWA 
Senior Fellow, United Nations University 
 

12:50-13:10 Q&A SESSION 
 
13:10-13:15 CLOSING REMARKS 

     

  MARIA LUISA FANTAPPIÉ 
Head of Programme, Mediterranean, Middle East, and Africa 
Istituto Affari Internazionali-IAI   
 


